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Daily summary 
 

Here is the summary of today's proceedings in Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport 
Legislation Committee’s Estimates 

The committee met from 9.00am until 10.05pm. 

The committee called: 

• the department and agencies of the Agriculture and Water Resources portfolio, 
commencing with Australian Wool Innovation Limited (AWI). The other agencies called 
were Australia Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA), Fisheries Research and 
Development Corporation (FRDC), Dairy Australia Limited (DA), Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA), and the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES).  
  

Due to the committee requiring additional time to examine particular items on the program, 
the committee resolved to release ABARES from giving evidence.  

Some areas of interest that the committee covered included: 

• AWI’s structural changes, staffing levels and where most of its staff are based; 
• redundancy payments to some former-employees of AWI; 
• DA’s staffing numbers across Australia; 
• uptake rate of DA’s ‘Tactics for Tight Times’ and ‘Taking Stock’ programs for dairy 

farmers and evaluations of these programs; 
• value of prawn stocks around Australia and AFMA’s monitoring of both fish and prawn 

stocks across Australia; 
• FRDC’s activities in response to confirmation of white spot virus in prawns in 

Queensland and difficulties in definitively identifying the pathway for white spot virus in 
prawns;  

• timing of confirmation and advice to Minister in relation to the detection of white spot-
infected prawns in the Logan river vicinity and white spot outbreak in retail imported 
prawns; 

• targeted inspections and investigations of suspected non-compliant prawn importers by 
the department; 

• skills gap in APVMA, especially in relation to regulatory scientists and measures taken to 
address the agency’s skills gap; 

• number of staff who have left APVMA by job types and levels; 
• update on APVMA’s relocation to Armidale; 



 

• reasons for why staff have voted down the department’s EA offer four times; 
• Northern Basin Review undertaken by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority and 

recommendations arising from it; and 
• whether the cultural and environmental views of indigenous communities on water usage 

in the northern basin have been taken into account by the department in its 
recommendations to government. 
 

This completes the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee’s Additional 
Estimates for 2017. 


